
Orchids you can grow! 

 

 At least at my house 
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* This is a medium sized, hot to warm 
growing species from Mexico and 
Honduras and is found from altitudes 
of 500-1500 meters as an epiphyte in 
coffee plantations, pastures, osk and 
oak and pine forests with a solitary 
leaf in tall scattered oaks, or on rocks 
below them or in pastures and coffee 
plantations, often in full sunlight, It is 
an autumn to spring blooming plant 
with 3 to 6 scented, long-lasting 
flowers in a terminal cluster, per 2 to 
4' [60 to 120 cm] long, alternately 
sheathed inflorescence, that needs a 
dry winter rest. 
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* A medium sized, cool to hot 
growing plant from Brazil where it 
is found as an epiphyte, with a 
single leaf, high in the canopy of 
wooded hillsides, with clavate 
pseudobulbs carrying a single, 
apical, oblong-ligulate, leathery, 
erect, rounded at the apex leaf 
that blooms in the late spring 
through fall on a stout, 12 to 15" 
[30 to 37.5 cm] long, raceme 
subtended by a large sheath with 3 
to 7 long-lasting, showy, fragrant, 
color variable flowers with an anise 
scent and needs a dry winter rest 
and moderate year round light. 
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* Found in Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Nicaragua in open or 
damp forests on trees or the rocks 
below them in mountains of the 
Sierra Madre de Chiapas at altitudes 
of 800 to 2000 meters where it is a 
large sized, hot to cool growing 
epiphyte with 1 to 3 leaves, of open 
or rain forests. It has many 
flowered, racemose inflorescence 
arising on a amture pseudobulb and 
has fragrant, showy, large, long-
lasting flowers occuring in the late 
fall and early winter. 
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This genus was created by the 
removal of two species from 
Brassavola because they differed 
in their Cattleya-like psuedobulbs 
and leaf and in differences in the 
flower structure. They are 
epiphytes from Central America 
and the Caribbean and need a 
humid, but not heavily watered, 
bright, tightly potted in a small 
container or mounted, and ample 
fertilizer. 
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*From Mexico to Brazil 
this genus is hard to 
beat for it's size and 
beautifully odd 
complexity, and there 
are 67 different ways 
that nature came up 
with presenting it to us. 
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* Fourteen species are spread 
through Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, 
Bolivia and Peru growing 
epiphytically in a humid semi-shady 
environment requiring water while 
in growth and less after the 
psudobulbs have matured. The 
genus is characterized by the close 
set pseudobulbs of several nodes 
enveloped by the bases of the flat 
leaves that it carries and blooms on 
a many flowered inflorescence. 
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* About 50 species are found through 
Asia and the Pacific Islands and can be 
divided into three basic groups. The 
first group are the large flowered 
species that are found in the 
Himalayas and higher elevations of 
China and they require a pronounced 
cool period to initiate flowering. The 
second group grows in cool to 
intermediate temps year round and 
does not need a distinct cool snap to 
flower. The third and last group are 
the warm growing tropical plants that 
require year round warm temps and 
because of their pendant 
inflorescence are best planted in 
hanging wire baskets 
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* There are seventy some species 
that are mostly epiphytic, 
although there are some 
lithopytic and terrestrials that 
exist, but they are all 
monopodial in growth habit and 
are Asiatic in origin. There are 
two distinct leaf forms the strap 
leaf and the terete leaf. 
Typically the terete leafed 
species appreciate much more 
direct sunlight than the strap 
leafed plants do. 
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* This genus of about 125 species 
occurs in SE Asia and the Pacific 
Islands out to the Solomon Islands, 
lacks psuedobulbs, has fan shaped 
growths giving rise to a stiff and 
sometimes hairy inflorescence 
which can have 1 or many flowers 
opening either together or in 
stages. The genus has two distinct 
growing types evidenced in their 
leaves, those that are mottled or 
solid with more than one flower 
grow warmer, and the solid green 
with only one flower grow 
intermediate to cool. 
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*A genus comprised of 53 
species interspersed 
throughout tropical South 
America, prized for their 
large showy flowers, coveted 
for their gene pool. They are 
by and large intermediate 
growers and are best raised 
in pot culture although by no 
means mandatory. 
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* This is a highly variable, large 
sized, erect, hot to coo growing, 
reedstem terrestrial or lithophytic 
species at elevations of that is 
found from Trinidad & Tobago, 
French Guiana, Surinam, Guyana, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Bolivia and 
northern Brazil 
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*This genus has 202 species 
spread throughout tropical 
Americas, Asia and South 
Africa. They are 
characterized by being 
terrestrial, rarely epiphyic 
and are tall, having globose 
corms, short stalks and long 
plicate leaves. 
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* A medium to large, cool to warm 
growing epiphyte on mossy branches, 
lithophyte on damp limestone cliffs or 
occasional terrestrial in tropical semi-
deciduous forests or warm oak forests 
in ravines along streams from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras and 
El Salvador, smells of cinnamon, and it 
blooms in late spring-summer along 
with the onset of new growth and 
there may be up to 10 erect, short to 
6" [ 15 cm], brown sheathed , single 
flowered spikes per pseudobulb. They 
are a deciduous plant so as the leaves 
brown up to fall it is time to give less 
water. 
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* The 200 species that make up 
the genus Angraecum are 
spread through out tropical 
Africa, The Comoros Islands, 
The Seychelles, The Mascarenes 
and Madagascar from sealevel 
to 2000 meters. They require a 
wood slat basket, high 
humidity, moderate shade, and 
ample water while in growth 
and less when not, but never 
allow to dry out for long 
periods.  
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*The Coconut Orchid, named 
for it's scent, occurs in 
Mexico, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras, 
Niacaragua and Costa Rica as 
a medium sized, cool to hot 
growing, solitary leafed 
epiphyte or occasional 
terrestrial with an ascending 
growth habit found on trees 
in open or dense forests at 
low elevations up to 1500 
meters 
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*There are 100 some species 
spread throughout the 
tropics of Mexico to South 
America that are epiphytic 
terrestrial herbs withqually 
obtusely bilobed apically 
leaves that blooms on a 
simple, reedlike stems which 
give rise to an inflorescence 
from the apex of the 
reedstem with 1 or 2 flowers 
that on the whole are very 
short lived. 
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*
A Mexican and Guatemalan, 
medium sized, cool growing, 
terrestrial species found in 
well drained clay soil amid 
dry oak and pine forests on 
trees or occasionally rocks at 
elevations of 1200 to 1800 
meters. 



*

A medium to large sized, warm 
to cold growing epiphyte with 
a single curved, terete "v" 
shaped leaf that is found on 
trees, a lithophyte on rocks as 
well as a terrestrial at 
elevations of 1000 to 2400 
meters, found in open 
mountain forests, this species 
is found from Mexico 
Guatemala, Hinduras, Belize 
and Costa Rica. 



*

A medium to large epiphytic and 
sometime lithophytic species found in 
Ecuador at altitudes of 1700 to 3000 
meters that blooms on a 1 or more, 
apical, racemose, 3 to 4" [7.5 to 10 cm] 
long, several to many flowered 
inflorescence arising from a small 
spathe and holds the successive opening 
flowers tight against the mid leaf all 
occuring in the winter and spring. 





* Sorry if I inundated your visual 
cortex! 

*
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